(KPCs) − were: Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Uganda, Tanzania, and Zambia in Africa, and Timor Leste and Vietnam in Asia. 1 The 2009 Development Assistance Committee (DAC) peer review of Ireland notes: 'The concentration of Ireland's development assistance on a limited number of poor countries is one of its main strengths' (OECD/DAC, 2009).
2
All aid was in grant form and this too remains so today. Thus, the official Irish aid program creates no debt -although it has been involved in debt relief programs for a number of years, not only with its program countries, but also with World Bank and IMF debt relief initiatives. Although the Government maintained an avowed commitment to meeting the 0.7 per cent target, it has declined in recent years to set a date or timetable for achieving it. Ireland's Policy for International Development, One World: One Future (Government of Ireland, 2013, p. 27 ) is somewhat less committed in light of 'present economic difficulties', merely stating that Ireland will 'endeavour to maintain aid expenditure at current levels, while moving towards the 0.7 per cent target when our economy improves'. In 2014, the government formally dropped the objective of meeting the 0.7 per cent of GNI target by 2015. Table 5 .1 shows the growth of official development assistance (ODA) between 1974 and 2008 -and its reduction after that date. Ireland was in sixth place -after the five donors that reach or exceed the UN target of 0.7 per cent of GNI -in terms of ODA as a percentage of GNI in 2008. By 2012, it had fallen to seventh place.
